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How Far Away Is the Sun? satisfies the need for fun and interesting supplementary reading material

for Chinese language learners. The second in the five-volume Cheng & Tsui Readings in Chinese

Culture series, this collection of ten original essays is ideal for intermediate students in their first

semester of second-year Chinese, or at the "Intermediate Mid" level, as designated by ACTFL

proficiency guidelines. Each essay of approximately 500 characters is presented in both simplified

and traditional characters, on facing pages.Essay topics cover a range of cultural issues, from the

perils of Internet dating, to appreciating traditional Chinese painting, to social effects of the one-child

policy.A vocabulary list, related words and expressions, and an optional exercise section

accompany each lesson.For students who prefer to read pinyin along with Chinese characters, an

appendix of each essay in pinyin is included.Answer keys at the back of the book help learners

gauge their own progress.
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This volume is not as consistent as some of the others in the series. Simplified characters appear

randomly in the traditional text section. I bought this book because of the traditional characters but

it's only an issue if you don't know all the simplifieds.

The intention of this book is to supplement a intermediate Mandarin textbook. Reading at a

level-appropriate level is very important to progress. There does not seem to be many intermediate

reading books available. Each story is written both in simplified and in traditional characters. Also,



after each story is a vocabulary list and a series of exercise questions. The appendix again repeats

the story with pinyin and characters which should not be necessary at this level.Beware that there

are only ten one-page stories which isn't very much practice reading for a book of over 200 pages. I

prefer the "Tales and Traditions" books over this because the stories are more culturally relevant.
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Stole Pink Rabbit", "Other Way Round", "Small Person Far Away" 
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